RESPONSE FROM PATRICIA HORSLEY (by phone 30 November 2020) Aged 90. 
When and how did you first become involved in WATAC? 
Some time around the mid-1980s I heard from a network of old school friends about a meeting of Catholic women in the Northern beaches area. It was held over 2 days and I stayed at a hotel nearby. Graham English and Erin White were involved in this group and Bernice Moore was an executive secretary. Erin co-authored with Marie Tulip a book called “Knowing Otherwise”.  The first meetings had been held in Sydney. A priest, when he heard about it advised us – “Be patient ladies, be patient” but we had already been patient for 2000 years!
What influenced you? 
We went to meetings and there was much discussion around topics of interest which were “music to our ears”. It was very new to me, but it fitted in well with other things I had been reading and thinking of in a number of areas. 
For you, what were the most beneficial aspects of WATAC?
It was all grist to the mill. It was answering a need. We were heading into middle age, with much more energy than we had in later life. I was open to whatever was presented as being something of interest. 
What were the highlights?
For me the highlights were the special speakers from overseas – sponsored by WATAC. One was Sr Joan Chittister – I heard her speak. A flyer about her was circulated. There was also an ecumenical dimension – with Anglicans and Catholics involved together.   
What do you think were the main achievements of WATAC? 
One of the main achievements was that it was making women aware of their wisdom, which had been suppressed. There was some opposition, both locally and in wider terms.  Priests got knocked on the head too when they became strong in their criticism. They felt they had to be careful – to be loyal to their local bishop and their own conferences. 
Anything further you would like to share?
We have a lopsided church and hierarchy, and lopsided thinking – may be anti-women’s-participation in decision-making. But God is not lopsided. God is the fullness of the male and the fullness of the female. How can we describe who God is or how God is? It is as human that God wants to relate to us.

Recorded by Dr Patricia Madigan OP


