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“Patricia Horsley: Celebration of Gratitude for a Global Friend”
7/16/25
Good evening in the U.S. and G’day in Australia. I am Mary E. Hunt from the Women’s Alliance for Theology, Ethics, and Ritual (WATER) in Silver Spring MD, USA, where Patricia Horsely was quite at home. Today would have been her 95th birthday, so our coming together is a fitting way to remember her. I welcome all of you to this celebration of our friend and colleague, Patricia, Tricia, or Trish to many of you, whose love and generous spirit brings us together across the miles. 
This is not a funeral or a memorial for Patricia. Both of those have been done beautifully in Australia. Rather, it is a celebration of the enormous goodness that Patricia generated. It is as if she rewrote a classic line of scripture to read: “Go, and make friends in all nations.” (Matt. 28:19). 
This gathering is a chance to meet friends and family, and to think about how we can generate even more such goodness at a challenging time in the world’s history. I must admit that a part of me is glad that Patricia did not live to see how the U.S. government is behaving. Her love and expectations for this country deserve better. 
	I welcome with particular delight Patricia’s family members—especially Susan Burns Bower who has been so helpful to us, and Patricia’s brother Ian whom we know from stories of the land in the country, as well as her sister Mary’s widower, Harding Burns. We hope this hour together gives you a sense of how highly regarded and beloved Patricia was in WATER circles. She was instrumental in connecting WATER with WATAC and others in Oz, and she kept us deeply informed about political and ecclesial life in Australia.  
	WATER is a small non-profit or NGO in the Washington, DC area (“inside the Beltway” as the saying goes). Diann Neu and I founded WATER in 1983, so we have more than 40 years of experience bringing feminist studies in religion and the fruits of feminist spirituality to the work of social change.  We offer programs for education, time for meditation, liturgy and ritual. WATER  collaborates with many other progressive people to bring about a more just and equitable society. While started by two women with Catholic roots, the Alliance now includes men and non-binary people, folks from many religious backgrounds and none whatsoever. Alliance members live in many countries—including but not limited to Canada, Ecuador, Chile, Germany, Switzerland, the Philippines, not to mention Australia and New Zealand. With Zoom, our global connections are more important than ever.  
	Today’s program includes:
1. Welcoming remarks from Tracy McEwan, a theologian who is a member of WATAC 
2. Images of Patricia
3. Remarks from Kathleen McPhillips, a sociologist of religion, who will sketch some of Patricia’s biography
4. Remarks on Patricia’s connection to WATER that I, Mary E. Hunt, will offer
5. Time in small groups to meet and chat not only about Patricia, but how we seek to emulate her good example—never pretending to imitate her unique style!—as we, too, go about the work of religiously informed social justice
6. After 15 minutes in the groups, we will regather to hear highlights
7. A brief closing ritual with Diann Neu will conclude our formal time together, but the Zoom will remain open for conversation as long as people wish

