
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month!

Join Us in this Litany of Solidarity
with Women with Cancer

By Diann L. Neu

 
Put a bowl of water and a few stones on a table. In Celtic mythology, stones
have healing qualities. They activate the power of holy wells. Put a stone in
the well as you pray this l itany.
 
One in every eight women wil l  be diagnosed with breast cancer in her
l ifetime. I put this stone in the water for every woman who hears the words:
“You have cancer.” 

Spirit of Life, give her strength to face the unknown, patience to go through
the tests, and courage to make the decisions that are best for her. 
    Response: I am here with you; you are not alone.
 
For every woman with cancer, there are family and friends who are shocked
and grieving. I put this stone in the water for all  mothers and fathers,
partners and husbands, children and siblings, friends and colleagues who
wait and watch. 

Holy One on the Journey, give them strength to be with their loved one.
       Response: I am here with you; you are not alone.
 
Early detection is the best protection. I put this stone in the water for all
involved in cancer research whose l ife and work make early detection,
careful diagnosis, and the hope of healing possible. 

God of Many Names, guide their minds to discover the ways of cancer.
    Response: I am here with you; you are not alone.
 
The days of treatment are so long, the chemotherapy and radiation so scary,
the face in the mirror is so strange. I put this stone in the water for all
women who fight the exhaustion, the fear, the loss of hair and appetite; for
women who fight back, who stay the course, and look fear in the face with
courage and even with humor. 



Holy One of Courage and Laughter, be near.
    Response: I am here with you; you are not alone.
 
Faith, prayer, and community are sources of help and healing. I put this
stone in the water for all  the prayers and visits, the phone calls and cards,
the food and kind acts that bring comfort and healing. 

Holy One of Hospitality, surround us with community.
    Response: I am here with you; you are not alone.
 
There wil l  be a cure; there must be a cure! I put this stone in the water for all
who believe in and work toward the day when cancer does not take the l ives
of women. 

Divine Healer, send your healing spirit to bring a cure for cancer now.
    Response: I am here with you; you are not alone.

© Diann L. Neu, D.Min., WATER, dneu@hers.com
This “Litany of Solidarity” is from Seasons of Survival: Prayers and Rituals for Women with

Cancer by Diann L. Neu. Seasons of Healing: Journals and Resources and Seasons of
Compassion: Resources for Companions of Those Needing Healing are also by Diann L. Neu. All

three are available for purchase through WATER. Order on-line.

Make a secure online donation to WATER

Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics and Ritual
8121 Georgia Ave, Suite 310

Silver Spring, MD 20910
301.589.2509

www.waterwomensalliance.org
waterstaff@waterwomensalliance.org

Click to view this email in a browser 

If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message with "Unsubscribe" in the subject line or simply click on the following
link: Unsubscribe

Women's Alliance for Theology, Ethics and Ritual (WATER)
8121 Georgia Avenue
Suite 310
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-4933
US

Read the VerticalResponse marketing policy.


